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Statutory subject matter 

• Machine 

• Articles of manufacture 

• Composition of matter 

• Process ("method") 
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Improvements are patentable 



What is not 
patentable? 

Non-Statutory Subject Matter: 

• arrangement of houses or a plot of land 

• becoming rich 

• colouring substances for identification 

• musical notation 
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Prohibited Subject Matter: 

• Abstract idea 

• Law of nature 

• Natural phenomenon 
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• New 

• Useful 

• Non-obvious 
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Combinations, not aggregations 



How do we 
patent 
LaRC 

discoveries? Additional Strategies to Bolster IP: 

• Orphan drug designation 

• Paediatric exclusivity 

• Shelved drugs offer inherent exclusivity 

• Additional trademark protection 

• Establish a patent estate 


